On a Monday MOMINE dseing e e big
nish befare the Clrisimas holiday, Chrls Hata | braves ik
Wit Segitle lome m ke peedawn datkngss fog & eacky flighi

pothakland. From the aiepart, he meakes the go-mifide Snve io
1

4 il eriiliomdal R hacendda spravling on & leound RiElbop
thae TengiwT .'!l-\.||||':._'nl'.| 1 1T ML apll STk, A | BT A The
innsaasie s thee leakel by imanilestation of several years wo th of 4
iTiem s dreams, a o essrd & Vishim amet & colpssal levestimert
i cveat e gaepry 2] dollare<trg both. Ax the peogedt & Frikect
T Ehis homme, Haaddad i respon sl for making it I prj
b= destgn bas sraduated froma gauay, schematic phase iz
g whie s 1 ':-|_||!|'|'|:_-_-..|-'||I'u arwd Lt were dlet rrEbaed
Hadldaet has dnce shepherded it thnough countless stages.nd
Funenrsers, From genersling consbructinn drmwimgs—strets
i.ll 1 bt e wep b ba b A ca e -0 donT B Aoy
_|-:_:|_=I|- final coat of painl

Haililael s profesdbonal portbolio &8 on asens 18t e witl Sy
i Peberson Deguchil puits him at b helm, of the fem s most
mammnbated apd ambetioo s iesioen] & cornmibesicas with the
highest price taygs T receni paojects incly lic & pridSer ImEEr
peetatingm ol a lange itk farmmhenase estate, badll of imported
Chinese stong, on & edina wals iizant: and & Line-SE]LLlTe
frnit St e hasmme of seilphbed concrete, cecar, and gaaks that
iramsikars ivho & preivate golf conns

Chpce Cepcarge SUny AT BEgan 0 % priactice In ¥gre, J9s Fm
has boen Lasided by codleagues anil his inpermask 14l ot fndic
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s codlectod pumeronis awands arl scoolacles Haddad § il
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DESIGNER

» CHRIS HADDAD BRINGS TO LIFE THE MODERN
DESIGNS OF SOME OF THE NORTHWEST'S MOST DESIRABLE
HOMES—WHEN HE'S NOT MAKING SCULPTURES.
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DESIGNER

"I DON'T FEEL PRODUCTIVE UNLESS I'M
MAKING SOMETHING WITH MY HANDS,"
HADDAD SAYS, "CREATING SOMETHING
AND CRAVING TO SEE HOW IT WILL
WORK OUT.”




' the artiul DESIGNER
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| : honers |6 a desipn affice ® ot the attraction Haddad felt to soalpture The art of war George and Laune Schuchart boughl o geece broom Haskaad s
wias foa mach 1o marginalize, s he quit a nil madle a hargain with Weapons series, which hangs prominenily Bessde a liregete ladasres)
hinasclfon the spot, =) decldal | was golng to spend thne with sculp Haddad's shelches fhottom| vl 15 ewiduleon of hin sulgtunes
fange.” Hsididad wirys, *fut | wragld aleo semd my résumé to the only

Fiwid rI:'l.:!{:| affices |L|:||1:{ wink that got my attention. If wokloail isever §lad ke, amil 1|H‘|.1:.-. & ibeeade Laber, the partmers
| _F- A rl:,-|_-:|--.1|,-n-|-|'r iverested, Ul justworlk on soulbptore and Amd continue bo serd him it the fray
' |II ) a b lsen 1 neeiled more ninney. 1 was kil nf hoping |
I|II woulidn't get an offer* Back on that hilltop in Sonoma, Haddad spends the first

it wan a bald and charming plan, but Haddad's days as henisr o his dlay “walking the site_" amd chewing sbsenimindedly ona

an architect had jus |\r_!,l.'.I!I Suyama Petemon sandwich he'd bought en rowbe. Wearing his stamdlaed atiire of black

|Irlr.:||:'hl wias ome ol the fzms he had soliciie) pullover sweater, gray troisers, aned snvibenosed black leather shees

| '[ arsdd rhu-g,' '.'u".;'1||ring|11'|r:|:'di.:|:u|.1_.' {1 hate shopping ™), his trim sillsouette maoves anaund the huu_.'
| . “We were very busy,” says architect Jay workmen and throsigh the emerging stiuchine, atill b the framing
| .; s reguchi, "and we needed someone 1o crank atage anul riabng among mapevines and ald, maliitrunked oak trees
j R ot detalbed drnvings n a burry,” "ol withou He keeps to the petiphery of the actlon for the time being, using
| "J"‘\__l- 1 a whole bunch of supgrvision,” adds Gearge these quict mmmenis 10 take mental notes of what has changed-—foo .
™ Suyama. *We'd seen his partfodio and the draw better on for worde—abnoe his Lt visli, Transcrilsng these oo paper,
. ings he'd accomplished for Ben's he prepares for an afternoan Ut inchides checklist meetings wiih
5‘ 1 wifice and (el confidest he'd be able the sulstoniractors and craftsmen, He'll Ehen wisit his mwom snly to
{ -.r:_ to o that® diop aff his bags and prepare for & working dinmer with the cliewis
| i Al It weas trial by fire, but Haddad The day enals shortly after the meal, rack a1 lsis ropm where Be fimal-

performed sowell that his Iy sumtenders (o fatkgue. He'll rse easly the next moeming o disouss

e -
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Fusther solutions dnd resolve fematilng lsses befode Aying haek to
Seattle and reporting his findings 10 the affice.

It's mot all good news, Haddasl, whose eye is calibrated like 4
mbcrometer, notices & probilem with the way an esgpoed woed beam
meets the walls at eithes end The plans called fof 2 small peveal
conaisting, in this case, of a narrow gap between each end of the
beam and the face of the sheetiock wall The fediliing imemection
appean crinp and wisaally distingd when done correctly. Hadilad
spots that the revesl measuies one-elghth of an inch st one end
and three-sighthi ol an inch a1 the other. He speaks to the forsman,
and suggests a solution—a visisl one versus o stroctiral one—rthat
conts a small fraction of the thousands of dollass ar stake. These
types of fsanies abe dsinally resolved without ncdet, but that lam't
alwa the cane

Theough he never telishes confromtations, Haddad sn slrald te ss-
nert hrmsell for the sakie of his woils He recalls a progect inwhich the
coritraction hail eomplebed & bnige so-foat-high secthon of conetete wall
witboait installing the specified amoiant of reinforcing steel. He and

LIKE AN ARCHITECT, THIS SCULPTOR
DESIGNS—THINKS—BY DRAWING.

“IT STARTS WITH SKETCHING,”
HADDAD SAYS, | CAN'T COMPLETELY
ENVISION SOMETHING WITHOUT
EXPLORING IT BY DRAWING.”

the camtractor hadn't goren dong well, and this would only ingsrease
e frfctboe. 1 Qb e by wcasn® slght; he'd buve (o tear (8 out.” Hadidad
sy, 18 haad, bt i2's part of the peccess. They have their pride too™
Fie has even beet Chieatened with bodily ham, ot ot ance s
& builder walied away from a pob following a flareup. It 2 testa
ment bo Haddad's diplomscy and levetheadedmess. In fact, once he
defuses the shuatkon, balbdes often complimient Haddad's skills 25
anm arehitect and propect lesler, “Cheis bs meally the workhoese," says
Geodge Sehuchart, an established Seattle contracior who has warked
o progects for Suyama Peterson Degachl “He's the one whe woels
oant all al the decails senl dioes the adminisiration of thess comple de-
st He's very cancfal, deliberate n histhinkmg, aned calmunder foe.
Whien a probdenm arises in the fieldand you find Chris todiecuss it, he's
alreadly demveirg the soleition. §hase often wanted tofake that drawing
artd frasmee i2; i0's 2tways the perfec iteration of the swe at hand ™
Hauddad s q|,u.|;i|.1n|:-m.n! o that architecture is a collaborative pros
cess, synithesizing and refining the skills and inspiration of docens of
peq:lr and eounitless bours of collective dedsion-maldmg bo amive at
thie finiched pl:ndun “Them's this romantic idea about the architect
bl the o whio deslgns aval concetves of the whole thing ™ Haddad
warys, “bul in reality there ane so many people and ebements invohed -
the client, comtractor, consultants, bailding departments, mpqﬂhnl.
muaterials, aot (o mention our staf-and then all of the restrictions
ar what you can dowith the lamd We're alwines trying to make a site

fhe arttul DESIGNER

bt vhur (2 scuiadhad e weihinsy sy buildings o b FHaddad say, “and
I thimk that's the strugsple—enhancing the sie amal making it a better
i, it henst Padndng "

His poweess didn't go unnoticed at bis firm, either. “fust like all
atchitecta, the bemer they perfonm, the more work gets piled on
thEm.~ I'h-p:hh sayu "Cleris was made an associate because of his
geean |:.1|11|I:|IU|;F He pulhu. crur wark even Further and takes a huﬂp
load off the affice In termn of overseeing the project. He can move
lhlﬂg'l. Froam 2 ah.ui;h:.' schematic stage and fust run with i, adding
!hlnga v ke i mach bettes

Urneil vecenithy, Haddad s two chosen disciplines, art and architeciure,
weere related but always at practical odds. Time was a netibesome peoke
lrrn foe lion. Ak A'pRar R, i JpFnﬂ'h!t'"h.l}l.lTl.‘l aml Deguchiwith
a pm"u}u] tor eestfimice b o Bn leswe maore Hme for his a1 don't feel
prostuctive undess m making somet hingwith my hands,” Haddad sy,
*erwatimg somet hing arsd craving to see bow it willwork out.”

Thai firm, whose Beltiown ofice includes a small gallery dedi-
catwedl to contemporanyart, was open to Haddad's request. “The firm
has always tried to support him—ehavwing some of his pleces at our
office, forexample,” Deguchi says. “We sald "Sure, that's fine.’ He's
very efficient and gets thiough a kot of work in a very shart lime. It
nort somiething we could o for everyone, but Chirks (s very focused =

Just south of the West Seattle Bridge, in the chilly base-
mient workshop af his w15 wood-frame house near the Dawamish
Hiver, Haddad senitinkees the aarfse of a long, dageer-shaped splin-
fer of sieed hebl Gt by a pair of edamps on the workiable. He slawly
shapes the stasboanl piinich of his labest scalpiuse, ane of teo coneep-
nal, vaguely maritiime ploces i a developing serbes he calls Hulle He
stanis with kis arms at hissides, ¢lad ina heavy losther welbding cost
il bosotsi, pochmarked amd singed feom hot flying metal. Coneealed
behind safety gogales and a respirator, Haddad's face bs expression-
bess. This oo of metal i giving kim teouble, iefoskng to makngain the
prechse shape he wants for more than a few passes ol hils arcwelding
toeclh. Hicould hove cast molten stecl bnamaokd for an easler, faster
sl Tk, a5 with bis swork s an aschibect, Hadidad requines a tactile
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relationshipwith raw ma tetials apd revels in

the details of assembsly

Hulls ks what 1 eall tlerms, bist | don'y intenl
at halls, ‘Hull

foar me means many things, [t'sa salling ves

{on them o e

Bireseit Gik |'\. 1

wiell, bt 11 also & AP our shekier on the
water, And 11's als &n nyestigation ol thie line
etween the onganke and the mechanical, and
b humans ase atitacked o baoth

Like am arclaitect, '.|| (L |||,'|!l||' des 1LTEE
thinks I‘.-:, diawing, "Ik staris w ith skétch
ing. 1 can’t eompletely envislon something
wthoaif :"\-:|'\-::'\-::||-\.; ik By -c|.'.|'n|||3.1' Ii's thie same
with architecture; a moving pencil ks youw
thamki ng ke sl Whist's Tagel s that anchifectune
1x ki malk iy SpACe AS Cp s o mcesd art
oF e ||'\-| iire, wlidch ks shout mak I & I|'||l\.'-\. 1.1
That was the mast difflcult thing 1o get a
HEip o ainel RGIme & hitecis don't eves really
grasp thit. The indugtry has mamy people fry
ing to desiyn beasiiiul objects instead of spaces anel plages”

Deasionally, Hoddaed's worlds cross-pollinate, resiliing n dra
miatie anmialgarms of his T pasEiond Hiaailmoid fesiclenis (o0

anal Lawirie Schachart contracted Suyama e design their home

Hadd sd was 1he Frajea architect. The Schucharts jret Fzued 5 Ao,

{rem Haddsd's Weapons series that now hangs in pi i view

use. “Uhris wioild never palk abowt s

i Ehelf awasil-winning

acialplure to promote himself,” Schuchan saya. Haddad |8 sLrapa

laissly madest and doesn’t disouss his srwork withou prodding

His elienta have discovered his work on theit pwn
Hadilad ance cazually mentianesd that he seulpied with steel; it
was such an affhand comment that Schuchant

- wasn 1 cedtain IT 1T was .l.||l.1|'.I|.:J| masre Than
I elahorale 1II'L.-\.'IiII;.: =artally, it was .'|-\.II|I',I|l.' of
| !
g | vy bedone wo setarme Iwake he was an artist,”

¥ wivi. “Eventually, we s a |:i'-|'l:-.'.:. af

f | Zehucha

souilpinres & Geonge's office kn Helltonwn; Laushe

'I ..I J J|l||Iv.d_'||'1.'|'|:.l|-.|'ﬁ||I.-1II'. worie 1

ki | WA i W) wd et L thie work had
!f-!_l | been deabgred by Chris*

Rame mbght claim that Haddad's

II levve affaly with his artwork is nipping a

I_. A | s kakig srehifectute career befoge i

pa| L cani |'.|||:. Mo, After all, the elerments

meceisary o Haddad tolaunch his own

g | practice—technical skill, fuid sesthetic

k algmature, anl monkish woek ethic
| o have ||||:!,: beeee at hbs |EI'-.|'I vieal. Far The
2

tiime being, thoogh, Haddad believes
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rway wirsdow, shalch Lef lEIE], Ths hime lEstures tha lirmm s brademars

ol Federril] meRiheic and srlectv nabaral s es e

L3

contemporey Pocifa

L prlce al extahlish oim :unl||'_:|' I e FAmlgely have a1}

3l pIrac

ot |idoas and would do things a little diferent |y 1 it were my office,
baiit winia learm a Lot working with other good architects. To stat my
own practice would take ower my [ie; | womldnt have Thme To make
art, 4% least fror the ferst few yoam. RREEL now, | Faave & geeat sliiatkon;
| cam work past time and still makntakn my e as adesigner, projoec
archliect, amil assoddate.

4 -|I:..:| il it b Ky

“hbomey ks not my goal,” be sy, ] wand just |

the time [ need.™ <3

Chrts Hoddad's sculptune can Besert @ weanw cheds-hadidogd oo




